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It is clear that certain research activities, even when part of an individual project, must be viewed as more than minor or transitory and thus require a CEE. These include:
>     release of radioactive materials,
>     large scale collection that would adversely affect populations of native flora and fauna beyond recovery within one generation time, and
*    release of compounds predicted to be environmentally damaging over long time scales as discussed above.
TABLE 4.1 Framework for environmental evaluation of logistic support requirements for individual science projects. (Courtesy of D. McKnight, U.S. Geological Survey).
Examples of	More than	Minor or	Less Than
Logistic	Minor or	TVansitory	Minor or
Activities	TVansitory		Transitory
Logistics for	Permanent	Large field	Small field
camp facilities	structures and	camps with full-	camps without
	full-time	time personnel	full-time
	personnel for	for camp	personnel for
	camp	operation	camp
	operations		operation
Logistic	Substantial and	Substantial	Incremental
support	sustained		
Next, the Committee suggests that types of activities appropriately viewed as minor or transitory, requiring an IEE, include:
*    large field camps requiring full-time personnel for camp operation,
>     studies that require banding of large numbers of birds or mammals, and
>     medium-scale perturbation experiments such as rerouting waterflow or manipulating habitat of birds or mammals.
Finally, certain individual projects fall within neither of the categories above. These can be viewed as de minimis, or less than minor or transitory, and require no individual environmental assessment. NSF (1992b) presents the following list of research activities determined to have a less than minor or transitory impact:mal, on the antarctic environment by simply being there. It cannot be the intent of the Protocol to require prior individual assessments for all such activities. Figure 4.5 illustrates the three levels of activity defined by the Protocol, viewed from the foregoing perspective.
